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TEMPORAL POWER

TO COUNT DE CHAMPAGNY, MINISTER FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS

SCHONBRUNN, May 17, 1809.

THE Emperor intends to communicate the enclosed
decrees made by His Majesty, on the subject of the Papal
States, to the Senate between June 5 and 10, accompanied
by a report from the Minister for Foreign Affairs.

His Majesty wishes this report to develop the motives
laid down in the preamble; to prove that, when Charle-
magne made the Popes temporal sovereigns, he meant them
to remain vassals of the Empire; that nowadays, far from
regarding themselves as vassals of the Empire, they refuse
to belong to it at all; that the motive of Charlemagne's
generosity to the Popes was the good of Christianity, and
that now they are becoming allies of the Protestants, and of
the enemies of Christ; and that one of the minor disadvan-
tages resulting from this disposition is the sight of the
head of the Catholic religion negotiating with Protestants,
whereas according to the laws of the church, he ought to
avoid them and excommunicate them (there is a prayer
to that effect in use at Rome).

The French armies at Naples and in north Italy are cut
off from each other by the Papal States. His Majesty's first
idea was to leave the Pope his temporal power, as Charle-
magne did; whilst requiring him, as a sovereign, and in the
interests of the whole peninsula, to contract an offensive
and defensive alliance with the Kingdoms of Naples and
Italy. The Pope refused. This meant that His Majesty would
have to stand by whilst the English placed themselves
between the armies of Naples and Italy, cut their communi-
cations, and made Rome the headquarters of their con-
spiracies, and an asylum for the brigands whom His
Majesty's enemies organise (if they do not actually disgorge
them) on Neapolitan territory. Under these circumstances
the only possible course was to occupy Rome with troops.
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